Audubon In Action

A Changed Life

Did you know that Audubon Area Community Services (AACS) has over five major programs? The
largest program of AACS, having 59 centers, is the Head Start program. The Head Start program
touches the lives of so many children every day. One such child is Beth.

Beth is one of the Early Head Start children that has blossomed during her time enrolled at one of
Head Start’s centers. Beth was enrolled when she was 2 years old. She was non-verbal, mostly mak-
ing only sounds and gestures. She was receiving services through the First Steps Program, but due
to COVID those services were changed to virtual. Beth did not respond well to speech services
through a computer screen. The teacher made a referral to the EPSDT program and a therapist
eventually began coming to the center to work with Beth. The teachers used basic sign language to
communicate with her. The staff used pictures to help Beth to understand the routine schedule of
the day.

Beth struggled playing with the other children. She would try to play with them, but with her lim-
ited vocabulary the other children would not play with her long. She would get very frustrated
when the teachers and other children did not understand what she wanted. Temper tantrums were
often a daily event. With therapy, consistent attendance, and the staff using suggestions of the
therapist to communicate with Beth, she gradually started talking more. Eventually, she did not
need the picture system anymore. She started making friends.

She did not rest well at naptime either. One of her therapists showed the staff how to apply light
pressure on her arms, legs, and back that would help Beth calm down, relax, and rest. It did not
take long and she was resting at naptime. The temper tantrums were less frequent.

Then, it was time for Beth's transition to preschool. Beth's mom was concerned how Beth would do
in a new classroom with new teachers and new classmates. Both classrooms worked on an extend-
ed transition plan in case one was needed. However, once Beth was in the preschool room for her
transition visits she did not want to leave the preschool room and go back to her Early Head Start
classroom. She was ready to go! She was a preschooler now!

Every day we wake up and go to work at Audubon Area Community Services because we impact
people’s lives—like Beth.




Audubon Area Community Services
Movers & Shakers

A Job Well Done

“When COVID hit we adjusted,” said Sarah Adkins, Director of Owensboro Regional Recovery
(ORR).

In March of 2020, when other similar programs were shutting down due to COVID, Owensbo-
ro Regional Recovery worked hard to keep its doors open. Hard decisions were made like
prohibiting things like visits with family, going to work, and off site AA meetings. “The pas-
sion and dedication of ORR staff made all the difference in dealing with a difficult situation,”
explained Sarah.

“The 19 ORR staff members remained extremely flexible and their drive to make things work
for clients was so impressive,” said Sarah, “Staff pressed past their own safety concerns,
learned new roles, and covered when fellow staff were out due to the pandemic.”

Addiction doesn’t stop due to a
pandemic. Actually, ORR services
were needed even more during
COVID because people were isolat-
ed —isolation is a breeding ground
for relapse. Staff recognized the
importance of continuing services.
They did not quit and rose valiant-
ly to the challenges presented by
CoVID.

Founded in 2010, Owensboro Regional Recovery is a men’s substance abuse recovery pro-
gram. ORR helps people recover from addiction, gain control of their lives, and eventually
reside in permanent housing. The program usually takes between 6 to 9 months to com-
plete. ORR is a partnership between Audubon Area Community Services, Inc. and Light-
house Recovery Services.




RETIREMENT ROW

Happy Retirement to Audra Stewart and Shirley Spalding! Thank You for
Your Service!

AmeriCorps Seniors recently said “Farewell and Best Wishes” to longtime staff
members Audra Stewart and Shirley Spalding. Former FGP Manager Audra
Stewart retired on January 31, 2022 after nearly 29 years with Audubon Area
Community Services having been an integral part of the Senior Corps family
serving as Secretary, Senior Companion Program Manager and finally, Foster
Grandparent Program Manager. She even served a brief time with Head Start
before returning to Senior Corps. We were very fortunate to have shared in
her enthusiasm and energy for the programs and her volunteers. She will be
missed!

On December 31, 2021, AmeriCorps Seniors Office Manager Shirley Spalding
retired after 14 years of dedicated service to all three AmeriCorps Seniors pro-
grams, i.e. Foster Grandparent Program, RSVP, and Senior Companion Pro-
gram. She excelled in everything she did for our programs and was admired
and respected by staff and vqunteers,*e. She will also be missed!




RETIREMENT ROW

Thank You for Your Service, Thank You for Your Service, Linda

Jackie Renfrow! McWilliams!

Jackie Renfrow, Family Advocate for Linda McWilliams Assistant Teacher
in EHS, will be retiring on June 1st,
2022, after 18 years of dedicated ser-

vice to Audubon Area Community

Head Start will be retiring on April 1st,
2021, after 18 years of service to Audu-
bon Area Community Services, Inc. Ms.

Jackie plans to take a vacation to her Services, Inc.

“happy place” in Florida within her first ~ Ms. Linda says she looks forward to

few months of retirement. She says spending time with her family, espe-
after her vacation she will be caring for  cially her 3 beautiful grandchildren.

her 4-month-old granddaughter. She Her newest grandson lives in Japan.

said her husband is semi-retired, so ~ Ms. Linda has had the opportunity to

what they want when they want. much. She is looking forward to trav-

eling there again. She is also looking
forward to spending some time

working on her own healthy lifestyle

during her retirement.

Thank You for Your Service, Teresa Justice!

Teresa Justice, Team Manager for Family & Community Services in Head Start will
be retiring on April 1st, 2022, after 24 years of service to Audubon Area Commu-
nity Services, Inc. Ms. Teresa plans to enjoy her retirement by planning motorcy-
cle trips with her husband. She says they never have as much time as they’d like
and retired, they would be able to plan them guilt free. She also hopes to spend
more time with her mother, her sister, and grandbabies. Ms. Teresa also says she
has plenty of things to add to her to-do list and she will be able to relax and read
a book for fun for a change.




Owensboro Regional
Recovery is taking in
their 3,000tk client on
Monday, March 21st! This
is a HUGE milestone for
us. Since 2009 we have
had the opportunity to
help 3,000 men face

substance abuse and

Provide them o safe, long

term, free treatment of

recovery.

$10

e are asking
wfor 3900.0 / i
$10 donations:




OWENSBORO REGIONAL RECOVERY

GOLF BALL DROP

10 JUNE 2022

FACEBOOK LIVE
FRIDAY, JUNE 10th

MESSAGE US TO LEARN ABOUT SPONSORSHIP OPTIONS
1 GOLF BALL = $10

3 GOLF BALLS = $25

5 GOLF BALLS = $40

10 GOLF BALLS = $75

15 GOLF BALLS = $100

MIDSOUTH

PURCHASE GOLF BALLS

https://owensboro-

VIA SQUARE LINK LISTED regional-
BELOW OR SCAN THE QR recovery.square.site/prod
uct/orr-s-golf-ball-

BARCODE WITH YOUR drop/40?
PHONES CAMERA cs=true&cst=custom



https://owensboro-regional-recovery.square.site/product/orr-s-golf-ball-drop/40?cs=true&cst=custom

AACS ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

SCHEDULE FOR 2022

Invoices MUST arrive
in the A/P DEPART-

To be mailed on
these dates:

MENT
by these dates:
04/22/22 04/29/22
05/06/22 05/13/22
05/20/22 05/27/22
06/03/22 06/10/22
06/17/22 06/24/22
07/01/22 07/08/22
07/15/22 07/22/22
07/29/22 08/05/22
08/12/22 08/19/22 Payroll Schedule
08/26/22 09/02/22
S
10/07/22 10/14/22 Start Date |Timesheet due Payday
10/21/22 10/28/22 3/26/2022 4/8/2022 4/22/2022
L0y LLALLj22) 4/9/2022 | 4/22/2022 5/6/2022
11/18/22 11/25/22
12/02/22 12/09/22 4/23/2022 5/6/2022 5/20/2022
12/16/22 12/23/22 5/7/2022 5/20/2022 6/3/2022
12/30/22 01/06/23 5/21/2022 | 6/3/2022 6/17/2022
6/4/2022 6/17/2022 7/1/2022
Employee Assistance Program 6/18/2022 | 7/1/2022 7/15/2022
. ; 7/2/2022 7/15/2022 7/29/2022
Confidential Help for You 7/16/2022 | 7/29/2022 | 8/12/2022
1-866-440-6556 7/30/2022 | 8/12/2022 8/26/2022
8/13/2022 | 8/26/2022 9/9/2022
You can call our EAP toll free or 8/27/2022 9/9/2022 9/23/2022
: 9/10/2022 | 9/23/2022 10/7/2022
connect to the website at Hu- A 25 /7]
9/24/2022 | 10/7/2022 | 10/21/2022
mana.com/eap and use 10/8/2022 | 10/21/2022 11/4/2022
U . 5 d: 5 10/22/2022 | 11/4/2022 | 11/18/2022
SErname: €ap> password: €ap> |, 05655 | 11/18/2022 | 12/2/2022
11/19/2022 | 12/2/2022 | 12/16/2022
12/3/2022 | 12/16/2022 | 12/30/2022




Happy Anniversary!




Happy Anniversary! -*>




Happy Anniversary!

1 Dauby, Breanna Nicole 15-Feb

1 Taylor, Debra Lynn 18-Feb

1 Peca, Amy Nicole 19-Feb

1 Lane, Morgan Jaylea 22-Feb

1 Downs, Jessica Ann 23-Feb

1 Knight, Loretta Gail 23-Feb

1 Moss, Linda Raye 24-Feb

1 Bowles, Kati J 8-Mar

1 Cleland, Holly J 8-Mar

1 Phy, Wesley Marion 12-Mar

1 Judd, Graci Anne 15-Mar

1 Smith, Carrie Jo 19-Mar o

1 Young, Meredith L 19-Mar

1 Reese, Markus Chevell 22-Mar

1 Wilson, Destany Marie 16-Mar

1 Fallaway, Emiley Paige 29-Mar

' |
appy Birthday!

Leroy, Toria R January 1 Robinson, GeNaisha Atreion January 12
Sadler, Cari Lasha January 1 Yates, Ramona L January 12
Warren, Ben Allen January 1 Burnett, Jennifer D January 13
Snyder, Christina D January 2 Dennis, Lynda G January 13
Todd, Angela Dean January 2 Rowan, Krystal G January 13
Blankenship, Kathy Jo January 3 Caples, Tiffany Sue January 14
Likens, Candida Lynn January 3 Guante, Kezrianna Y January 14
Hagan, Thomas D January 5 Payne, Arleta G January 14
Vaughn, Daphne Nicole January 5 Marsh, Rhonda E January 15
Venditto, Lisette January 6 Nickles, Barbara Ann January 15
Earhart, Maude M January 7 Bradley, Christopher A January 16
Lopez, Viviana Jacqueline January 7 Hagan, Chelsea Marie January 17
Finley, Tammi Lynn January 8 Higdon, Jennifer Lynn January 17
Keller, Terry Lynn January 8 Newkirk, Brittany Nicole January 17
Royal, Misty Michelle January 8 Barkley, Jasherrica Latreece January 18
Gibson, Kelly D. January 9 Buford Fishback, Mary E January 18
Stevens, Heather Lynn January 9 East, Shae Marie January 18
Davis, Jocelyn Nichole January 11 Arnett, Karen Charlene January 19
Coates, Kathy L January 12 Litchfield, Paula Ann January 20
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Happy Birthday!




